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THE BELLRINGER 
“Current News from a Colonial Church” 

 
The Pamela Young Lippert Soccer Festival 

            The congregation is invited to the Pamela Young Lippert Soccer Festival on 
Saturday, June 7, beginning at 4:00 p.m. at Ramapo High School. The 1980-81 Torpedoes, 
along with Pam's high school team mates, invite you to join them in remembering Pam. The 
2007-08 girl’s Torpedoes team will play from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. At 7:00 p.m. there will be a 
“showcase game” featuring all of Pam’s team mates who will take to the field to remember 
their beloved friend. There will be snacks, raffles and sideline games for children that 
attend. This fundraiser is a benefit for the education of Pam’s infant son, Vaughan Cameron 
Lippert III.   

            Pam, the daughter of Lloyd and Nancy Young, was an active member of our church, 
participating in numerous mission trips and leading several youth activities during her high 
school years. As an outstanding soccer player, Pam was a member of the 1980 and 1981 
Torpedo Soccer Teams that were regional semifinalists. Later she was co-captain of the 
triple-crown winning Ramapo High School soccer team. After graduating from college Pam 
and her fiancé, Cameron Lippert II, were married here at The Wyckoff Reformed Church. 
They then moved to Virginia where Pam was a middle school teacher in Martinsville. Pam 
died last summer after giving birth to her son. Her “Service of the Resurrection” was held 
here on July 28. 

            Pam loved soccer, the outdoors, her husband and family—but most of all wanted 
everyone to enjoy a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  

            See also www.playing4pam.com or www.goalscamp.com 

 

StillpointðThe Heroism of ñHanging in Thereò by Rev. Dave 

            There are many kinds of heroes. The Bible’s definition of a hero is someone who is 
committed to doing the hardest thing of all, which is, “hanging in there.” There is nothing 
more important than “hanging in there.” It’s not exciting. It’s always painful. Nobody 
applauds. Most often nobody even notices. And yet, there is more courage in choosing to 
“stick with it” than in anything else.  

            This subject is very close to my heart. Many years ago, when I went home one 
summer to visit my parents in Wisconsin, I was very discouraged. It seemed as if everything 
that could go wrong was going wrong. I was hurting. 

            While visiting my parents, I went to get a haircut. Outside the barber shop, I 
unexpectedly met Rabbi Aaron Barak. I had known Rabbi Barak several years earlier 
because his daughter was one of the girls in the group I had hung out with in high school. 
Much to my suprise, Rabbi Barak remembered me. Maybe it was because of his warmth, 
maybe it was because his eyes sparkled, maybe it was because he looked so distinctive 
with his black hat, gray beard and long black coat, or maybe it was because I couldn’t 
contain my pain, I told him about all my problems and difficulties. Rabbi Barak listened 
carefully for more than an hour, stroked his beard, and finally said, “I think God wants you to 
do something very hard. I think God wants you to hang in there.” 

            There are “milestone moments” in each of our lives, there are moments in each of 
our lives which we will never forget—and that was such a moment for me. Maybe you are 
reading this because God also wants you to hear Rabbi Barak’s advice. Maybe God also 
wants to speak to you, even as he spoke to me, through this rabbi. Maybe Rabbi Barak’s 
advice to me is also his advice to you: “I think God wants you to do something very hard. I 
think God wants you to hang in there.”  



            On one occasion the apostle Paul wrote to Christians in the first century stating, “Let 
us with perseverance run the race that is set before us....” The race Paul is talking about is 
a marathon. The result of this race is not determined by how quickly you begin or by how 
swiftly you sprint. Instead, the result of this race is determined by how well one perseveres 
over their “lifetime’s” 26 mile marathon.  

             The Rev. Dr. Peter Gomes, Professor of Christian Morals and Chaplain at Harvard 
University, once gave the graduation address at Wooster College in Ohio. He told the 
college’s graduates that what they most needed to know was something Wooster College 
had failed to teach them. He told them that the most important thing they needed to know 
was something about stamina and staying power. He told them that somewhere they would 
need to learn how to cope with failure as well as with success. He told them that Wooster 
College had trained them to be eagles, eagles who could soar high with impressive 
degrees, flying to impressive graduate schools, in order to begin impressive careers. Peter 
Gomes then said that Wooster College would have be better off cultivating in them the art of 
being a camel. He said, “It is the ungainly camel who knows how to survive in the dry and 
discouraging deserts of life. Camels never win beauty contests, but they do survive—and 
surviving is no small thing.” Camels. I like that. Paul said, “Run with perseverance the race 
that is set before you.”   

            Every one of us is running one kind of marathon or another. Some of us are 
exhausted. Some of us are limping. And some of us are in pain. Some of us might be ready 
to quit. Maybe Rabbi Barak’s advice to me is therefore also his advice to you: “I think God 
wants you to do some very hard. I think God wants you to hang in there.”  

 

Eat out this Wednesday night 

            This Wednesday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Senior youth group members will serve a 
BBQ dinner in Heneveld Hall to raise funds for their mission trip.  Tickets are $10 per 
person or $25 per family. 

 

Volunteers are still needed for Vacation Bible School 

            What are you doing July 21-25? Kat Naumann needs volunteers to make this 
Vacation Bible School week a success. There are EASY volunteer positions where 
“showing up” and having fun with the kids is all that is required.  To make it even easier, 
childcare is available. Please pick up a brochure in the church office and complete the 
“Volunteers Needed” section. Or you can e-mail katn@wyckoffreformed.org with any 
questions or visit www.wyckoffreformed.org to download forms. 

 

Ladies Aid final spring meeting and luncheon 

            On Wednesday noon, May 28, the Ladies Aid group will celebrate another 
successful year with a delicious luncheon. They will also enjoy a short video featuring the 
Buchart Gardens in Victoria, Canada. A short meeting will conclude their time together.  

From the desk of Pastor Jim            

            I have always been amazed by the diversity of life God has created. The creation 
story tells us that God made all the vegetation, plants and trees along with all the birds of 
the air, the fish in the sea and the animals on the land. So as not to leave out anything we 
are told in Genesis that “God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 
moves...”(Genesis 1:21).  

            What an amazing variety of life the creation story paints. We are later told in the 
psalms that all creation praises the Lord, including“ Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all 
cedars! Beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds” (Psalm 148:9-10)! 

            It seems clear that God’s purpose in creation was to have all of creation, in all of its 
splendid diversity, praise the Lord. When God calls Abram to go from his family to a place 
that God will show him, God also tells Abram “by you all the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves (Genesis12:3).” 

            Both Peter and Paul are led by the Spirit of God to share the saving grace of Jesus 
with the diverse culture around them, with people not like them. God called Israel to be a 
light set upon a hill, to draw human kind into the city of God. The problem was that the 
Israelites liked being together and the same, more than being different and reaching out.  



            There are similar parallels between the believers in the Old Testament and believers 
today. God wanted them to worship him and they did. However they also worshipped 
everything else they could find. God wanted them to bless the families of the earth and they 
did, sort of, after they had first blessed themselves and then were carted off in captivity to 
the far corners of civilization. 

            I know that God wants us, the people of WRC, to be a blessing to and in the 
communities of our home, work and play. It is not about what the church can do for me. It is 
about people seeing God reflected in the way we live, play, work and praise Christ our Lord. 
It is for this very reason that we have so many different things going on concurrently at 
WRC, including the Nursery School, Activities Unlimited, youth groups, small groups, the 
Food Pantry, traditional worship, Genesis worship, and our Sunday School for children.  

            All of this has the common purpose of praising God and being a blessing to as many 
different people as possible. The numbers tell the story. When we were growing last was 
when we reached out to the community with a lot of different initiatives such as Meals on 
Wheels, Hospice and the CLEAR Counseling Center. 

            I believe that the next steps in our vision to realize growth numerically, emotionally, 
and spiritually involves the Consistory and the whole congregation. We need to set the 
example and take the lead for the larger community and encourage them to do likewise. We 
must get beyond ourselves and into the community as a blessing. We must pray, invite, 
model, teach, encourage and delegate responsibilities to new people and families. As I 
have said before, and continue to say, the starting point is with each of us: 

—Inviting, bringing and helping integrate one new family into WRC during 2008 
(1x1x1) 

            —Giving, raising our personal pledge and giving by $5 per week (5 x 52) 

            —Praying everyday for the church leadership and staff (7x365)  

—Praying everyday for eyes to see where and with whom God wants us to share 
WRC                           

—Presenting solutions that will lead us forward (look beyond problems to 
possibilities) 

It all starts with us praying. We have an awesome ministry here. We have creative and hard 
working people on staff. We have gifted and motivated Consistory members. We have one 
basic goal, to glorify God in all that we do.  

            Our ministries are not competing with each other. They are not competing for money 
or people. Our ministries are complementing the whole work of the whole church. Our 
ministries are diverse so as to touch the greatest possible number of people. With God’s 
help and all of us working together we will see lives transformed, people growing in faith, 
greater participation, and new members following our Lord, to the glory and praise of Christ. 

 

Memorial Day church float 

            We are entering a float in Wyckoff’s Memorial Day parade on Monday, May 
26. Anyone interested in helping to get the float ready are invited to meet in Pastor Jim’s 
backyard at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, May 24. If you would like to walk with the float, please 
leave your name in the church office. 

 

Final ñLace-up for Habitatò report  

            Last month 34 enthusiastic walkers in our congregation raised $13,521 for Paterson 
Habitat, bringing our eight year total to $165,342. Norma Leonhard extends her appreciation 
to all walkers bakers, rest stop helpers and drivers. 

Holy Week  
services and activities which prepare us to celebrate 

Jesusô resurrection on Easter Sunday 
 

Palm Sunday Services  
 Traditional Services on March 16 at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Dave 
preaching  



      and Sunday School children singing at the first service before returning to 
their classes  
 Genesis Service on March 16 at 9:00 a.m. with Rev. Billy preaching  
Maundy Thursday Communion Service  
 on March 20 at 8:00 p.m. with Pastor Jim preaching  
Good Friday Community Service  
 on March 21 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. with community pastors preaching  
 
Good Friday Service of Darkness  
 on March 21 at 8:00 p.m. from “The Garden of Gethsemane to Golgotha” 
24 Hour Bible Reading Marathon  
 beginning on Saturday, March 22, at 6:00 a.m. and ending on Easter Dawn at 
6:00 a.m.  
Easter Dawn Service  
 on March 23 at 7:30 a.m. in the church sanctuary with Rev. Dave preaching  
Easter Sunday Services  
 Traditional Services on March 23 at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. with Pastor Jim 
preaching  
 Genesis Service on March 23 at 9:00 a.m. with Rev. Billy preaching  
Easter Sunday Childrenôs Celebration  
 on March 23 at 9:00 a.m. with Rev. Dave and Kat Naumann 
 
College scholarship applications now available  
 Applications for college scholarships, to be awarded for the academic year of 
2008-2009, will be available in the church office next week. These forms need to be 
completed and returned by Friday, May 2, for review by the Trustees of the church’s 
Scholarship Trust Fund. High school seniors, as well as college and vocational school 
students, are eligible for these scholarships. In granting these  
Van Grouw Family Scholarships, the trustees are required to follow numerous 
guidelines, including giving preference to students pursuing careers in engineering, 
nursing, and education. 
 



Stillpoint—”Little foxes” by Rev. Dave 
 There is a love song the words of which are found in the Old Testament book of 
“The Song of Solomon.” Three thousand years ago this song was a big hit with young 
lovers. The words were sung by brides and grooms honeymooning in northern Israel. 
Northern Israel was, and still is, a beautiful area of flowers, gardens and vineyards. One 
phrase in this love song has caught my attention. I do not claim to completely 
understand this phrase. I never claim to completely understand anything written 3,000 
years ago in another language to people in another culture. On the other hand, there 
are eleven words in this song which may mean something quite obvious. These words 
are “catch us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vineyard” (The Song of Solomon 
2:15). 
 You see, it was not the large animals which once roamed Israel’s countryside 
that threatened the vineyards of northern Israel. It was instead the sleek, crafty, 
handsome, little foxes. Though attractive, their presence always spelled danger. Foxes 
appear quite harmless, but they can ruin a vineyard. And it’s a very sad day when a 
person wakes up, looks outside, and sees that their vineyard, their life’s work—their 
years of toil—has been destroyed.  
 What is the faith lesson here? I think it is that LITTLE THINGS ARE ACTUALLY 
NOT LITTLE THINGS AT ALL. Quite often things we think of as “little things” are 
actually “big things.” Indeed, much of life is won or lost in relation to how we handle life’s 
“little things.”  
 Over the years I have come to realize that it is not how one deals with a major 
crises that sends a person’s life into a ditch. For when a major crisis occurs, “adrenaline 
comes” and “God comes” and “friends come” and “family comes” and “determination 
comes” and “courage comes” and together  they carry us beyond our crisis. But the 
secret to effective living boils down to how well we deal with little, seemingly 
insignificant, things. What determines our future, and what often comes close to 
defeating us, are little things—like a pebble in our shoe. A pebble can stop us in our 
tracks. A pebble can leave us limping. A pebble is painful. All of which is to say that 
success or defeat in life depends, more often than not, on how we handle LITTLE 
THINGS WHICH ARE ACTUALLY NOT LITTLE AT ALL.  

 


