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From John Calvinôs, Institute of the Christian Religion, ñWithout knowledge of self there is 

no knowledge of God. Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound      

wisdom, consists of two parts; the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But, while joined by 

many bounds, which one precedes and brings forth the other is not easy to discern. In the first 

place, no one can look upon himself without immediately turning his thoughts to the contem-

plation of God, in whom he ólives and movesô[ Acts 17:28].ò 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

 
THE APPROACH TO GOD 

 
PRELUDE    
SHARING OF CONCERNS AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
INTROIT   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                       from Psalm 130 

L:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  

P:  Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!  

L:  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  

P:  But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.  

L:  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  

P:  my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than 

those who watch for the morning.  

 
*SALUTATION  

  
*OPENING HYMN                            ñSing a New Songò                                                         #1 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                       from Psalm 51 
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your  

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  

and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 

me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 

you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Hide your 

face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do 

not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in 

me a willing spirit.  


